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2007 marks the 20th Anniversary of the signing of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 

Layer, arguably the world’s most successful multilateral environmental agreement. 

 

In August, industry leaders, government representatives and environmental organisations gathered in Canberra, 

Australia, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the signing of the Montreal Protocol.  The event provided an 

opportunity to discuss the future challenges and possible approaches to ozone protection, whilst reflecting on 

its achievements.   

Discussions that were held during the Celebrations revealed broad support 

for the recapture of methyl bromide used for quarantine and pre-shipment 

purposes.  Some of the leading industry experts to indicate such support 

include Mary Harwood (First Assistant Secretary, Department of the 

Environment and Water Resources), Ian Porter (Co-chair of MBTOC), and Dr 

Jonathan Banks (head of the Technical Options Committee for the Montreal 

Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer). 

 

Since 1987, the Protocol has been ratified by 191 countries around the world, 

and has achieved a 95% reduction in ozone-depleting substances. 

(Courtesy: Department of the Environment and Water Resources) 

Belg ian  Recapture  Dec is ion  

Canberra 20th Anniversary Montreal  Protoco l  Ce lebrat ions  

On the 1st of July this year, Belgium became the first jurisdiction in the world to require fumigation firms to 

“recapture” the toxic ozone-depleting gas methyl bromide, used for quarantine and pre-shipment applications 

such as ISPM 15 timber treatments. 

 

Nordiko Quarantine Systems Pty Ltd, an Australian quarantine specialist firm, has developed one of only three 

approved systems to have satisfied the stringent efficiency standards set out by the Belgian government.    

 

Nordiko has negotiated a number of contracts to install fumigation-

recapture systems in Belgium and expects to have at least 32 in 

operation there by the end of 2007. 

 

Nordiko’s Filter Model Ventilation System (shown at right) is one of 

the systems that is now in operation in Belgium.  The system 

recaptures residual gases from shipping containers, rendering them 

safe for unpacking.  The system provides both occupational health and 

safety improvements, as well as environmental benefits. 
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“Hal f  of  Conta iners  are Tox ic” :   

Amsterdam Report  

 

Under the headline “Half of Containers are Toxic”, The Hague/Amsterdam/Rotterdam Times newspaper 

reported on Friday, 24 August 2007, that containers are coming into Holland which contain harmful 

gases. 

 

The report states that “more than half of the containers coming into Holland contain harmful gases such 

as chlorines and methyl bromide  This is according to a published report from the National Institute for 

Public Health and the Environment (RIVM)”. 

 

According to the report, “the gases within the containers can expose those who come into contact 

with them to cancer causing agents and inflict damage to human nervous systems”. 

 

(Courtesy: The Hague/Amsterdam/Rotterdam Times editorial staff) 

 

 

(Photo: Courtesy Wikimedia.  Please note 

that the shipping containers in the 

photograph are not the subject of this 

article.) 

William Lovelady, UNSW 

(far right), presenting 

Scholarship Certificate to 

Nordiko team (from left to 

right: Craig Vecellio, 

Serguei Ivanine, Wil 

Grullemans) 

 

 

Nordiko, in conjunction with 

the University of New South 

Wales, has established a 5-Year 

Scholarship Program for 

undergraduate students in the 

field of industrial chemistry. 

 

The Scholarship is comprised of 

both educational and practical 

elements, and will provide 

students with training and work 

experience, whilst helping them 

complete their qualifications. 

 

Nordiko is proud to be 

associated with the University 

of New South Wales, with its 

reputation of providing high 

quality education. 

 

 

Profile:  

Serguei Ivanine 

Nordiko’s Development 

Engineer, Serguei Ivanine, joined 

the Nordiko team in 2003. 

 

Originally from Russia, Serguei 

has a Bachelor of Engineering, 

specialising in power plants.  In 

addition, Serguei has been 

certified by the Motor Vehicle 

Repair Industry Council. 

He has experience in systems 

design and manufacture of 

mechanical components using 

cutting edge technology.   

 

Serguei has extensive 

experience with data retrieval 

and remote diagnostic and data 

capture in the area of advanced 

computerised electro– and 

hydro-mechanical systems, and 

thorough knowledge of 

electronics, hydraulics and 

mechanics.  

 

 

In his spare time, Serguei enjoys 

swimming, physical fitness and 

good food. 

Meet  the  Team 

This  ed it ion… from Russ ia  with  love  

UNSW Industr ia l  

Chemistry  Co-Op 

Program 



 

 

UNEP Report  Shows Increase in  Methy l  

Bromide  Product ion  for  QPS Uses  

 

A recent report by the United Nations Environment Programme, prepared jointly by 

the secretariats of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 

and the International Plant Protection Convention, reveals an increase in the 

worldwide production of methyl bromide for QPS use.   

 

The report dated September 2007 indicates that, despite the efforts of the Montreal 

Protocol to reduce consumption of MB for non-QPS and non-critical uses (which may 

be occurring), the categories under which methyl bromide is authorized for use are 

showing a marked increase during the period 2004-2005.   

 

This may be as a result of ISPM15 requirements that only recognise heat or methyl 

bromide as acceptable treatments under the regulations. 

 

 

 

(Courtesy:  UNEP, September 2007) 

 

Nordiko Products  

Nordiko has  adapted i t s  technology  to  su it  a  

var iety  of  fumigat ion  appl icat ions—chamber,  

under-tarp  fumigat ion /recapture  systems,  

l ightweight  consoles  and pedesta l  consoles .  

Pedesta l Cl ip -on   

Fumigat ion Console  

L ightweight Fumigat ion Console  

Chamber  Fumigat ion /  

Recapture Console  

Under-Tarp Fumigat ion/  

Recapture System 
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Nordiko to Exhib i t  at  Sydney Safety  Show 

October  24-26 ,  2007  

Nordiko will, once again, be exhibiting at the Sydney Safety Show next month.  We would love 

for you to visit us at our Stand at the Sydney Showground, Sydney Olympic Park, from 

Wednesday, 24 October—Friday, 26 October, 2007. 

 

The Sydney Safety Show is the largest workplace health and safety trade show held in 

Australasia.  It is supported by its principal sponsor, WorkCover (NSW) and is the State’s only 

dedicated Workplace Health and Safety Trade Show. 

 

 

 

Nordiko Stand at the 

Sydney Safety Show       

in 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year the event attracts over 10,000 health and safety professionals from a broad range of 

industry sectors including manufacturing, building/constructions, government, emergency 

services, and transport/freight. 

 

Key industry manufacturers, wholesalers and suppliers will display the latest in workplace 

health, safety and manual handling solutions over the 3 days.   This year, the Show will be host 

to 70+ first-time exhibitors, ensuring that 100s of new products and services are on display. 

 

(Courtesy:  Australian Exhibitions and Conferences Pty Ltd) 

Awards  

Nordiko wins 2001 AQIS  

Quarantine Award.   

Nordiko won the category 

“Contr ibution to the pro-

tect ion of the env ironment”.   

The Ci ta tion was awarded 

to Nordiko for  i ts  innova-

t i ve methods for the safer  

use o f the fumigant methyl  

bromide.  

Nordiko receives NIDP PCP 

grant.   The grant was g iven  

to Nordiko for  the deve lop-

ment and commercia l i sa tion 

of fumigation gas  extraction,  

capture and destruct ion  

equipment.    

AQIS Award 

Large  Sca le   

Recapture  Systems 

Nordiko’s  products  have a lso been  des igned 

to recapture tox ic gases from more than 

just  conta iners .   Eng ineers have des igned 

large-sca le  recapture systems for  compan ies 

such  as  Sunr ice ,  to recapture gases  af ter 

r ice  has  been  fumigated .  

 

S u n r i c e 

l a r g e - s c a l e 

r e c a p t u r e 

sys tem 

Nordiko Director ,  Ken Brash 

(p ictured centred a t r ight)  wi th 

representat ives from CIQ in Ch ina.   

Nordiko has  v is i ted China  a number  

of t imes,  and has had good coopera-

t ion and rela t ions wi th China In ter -

nat ional  Quarantine .    

Ch ina is  one of the world 's  largest 

and fas test growing quarantine fumi -

gat ion markets .  

China Internat ional  Quarant ine,  China 

NIDP PCP 

Grant  

Tian j in  Port ,  Ch ina  


